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Q.1. Summarize the important ideas in the following passage.       15 

What is a perfectly free person? Evidently a person who can do what he likes, when he likes, 

and where he likes, or do nothing at all if he prefers it. Well, there is no such person, and 

there never can be any such person. Whether we like it or not, we must all sleep for one third 

of our lifetime—wash and dress and undress—we must spend a couple of hours eating and 

drinking—we must spend nearly as much in getting about from place to place. For half the 

day we are slaves to necessities which we cannot shirk, whether we are monarchs with a 

thousand slaves or humble labourers with no servants but their wives. And the wives must 

undertake the additional heavy slavery of childbearing, if the world is still to be peopled. 

Q.2. Write a paraphrase of the following passage.                   15 

 Nature is kind to her slaves. If she forces you to eat and drink, she makes eating and drinking 

so pleasant that when we can afford it we eat and drink too much. We must sleep or go mad: 

but then sleep is so pleasant that we have great difficulty in getting up in the morning. And 

firesides and families seem so pleasant to the young that they get married and join building 

societies to realise their dreams. Thus, instead of resenting our natural wants as slavery, we 

take the greatest pleasure in their satisfaction. We write sentimental songs in praise of them. 

A tramp can earn his supper by singing Home, Sweet Home. The slavery of man to man is 

the very opposite of this. It is hateful to the body and to the spirit. Our poets do not praise it: 

they proclaim that no man is good enough to be another man’s master. The latest of the great 

Jewish prophets, a gentleman named Marx, spent his life in proving that there is no extremity 

of selfish cruelty at which the slavery of man to man will stop if it be not stopped by law. 

You can see for yourself that it produces a state of continual civil war—called the class 

war—between the slaves and their masters, organised as Trade Unions on one side and 

Employers’ Federations on the other. Saint Thomas More, who has just been canonized, held 

that we shall never have a peaceful and stable society until this struggle is ended by the 

abolition of slavery altogether, and the compulsion of everyone to do his share of the world’s 

work with his own hands and brains, and not to attempt to put it on anyone else. 
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